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Since 1933, though I hed met him once or tvice some 
yeers previously when he wes a Colonel, 


Only towerds the end of his time as Yar Minister, 


Yes, end be was enxious for nu, as e foreien corres- 
pondent, to study the situetion on the spot in order 
that I misht judee it for myself. This I did in the 
spring of 1934 and wes given every facility to go 
wherever I vented to co «nd to see whretever and who- 
éver I wished to sce. In the telks I wes able to 
herve, I was perticulerly struck by the unusual frank- 
ness with vhich my questions were answered es a result 
of Genvrel /Wid's personel instructions. 


Nis views on the senchurian question tenued to be 
obscured by philosophical disquisitions on "Kodo" 
(The Kingly Way) end were, in consecuence, difficult 
to follow et times, While, however, there wes some- 
thing of the mystic and the verbose visionary about 
hin, he gave one the feclins thet he wes obsolutely 
Sincere and honest in his convictions and wes not 


just etriving for effect or for propegende, He 
Cleerly telieved that by ocens of "Kodo", i*nchurie 
could be turned into 4 veriteble peredise on eerth, 
both for its netive inhchitents end for his own 
countryiicn. 


l-i.. ever in my herring. Eis mrin ein epperred to 
te to develop ianchurie «s 4 bulwark of defense 
ereinst the U.S.S.R. end rs r lend of peece and 
plenty, 


Ne revretted the British rnd *mericrn refusal 
to recosnize isnechukuo, rs he felt thet a peace- 
ful settluncnt ves reterdud thoreby. 


I cennot recell enythine, 


In the existing circumstrnces, he considered 
Jaren had to withdrew from the Leerue; but in 
Novenber 1933 he intimeted to me thet he would 
be prepr red to sce depen re-enter the Lvev7ue 
if the Coventnt were revised in such & way as 


to ensure assistence to eny coun PORL SNS IAN A RBal-tools.org/doc/2abe 
from an econonic boycott. 


I heve no special recollection. 


Ou these I crn only reply from heersay, From 
whet I heerd et the time from seemingly relieble 


l- 


Sources, /Vil wes dveply distressed thet nas 
own terckings hed teon nisccnetrved hy hor: 
mrced yours rian with © Glstortua sunte of 

ne te.nvasa cmd hed influenced them 1ats yp 
potreting the outreguys of 15th iy 1932, Hoe 
was pexvticulerly distressed by the impairment 
of /xrmy disciplino which it indicated. It war 
only efter boins urged to rutein his post ina 
ordvur to restore discipline thrt he contunted 
to withdraw his resignation, which he hrd sut- 
niited es e sign thet he +eceupted responsibility 
for the wisdveds of his cubordinates. 


influence on the perpetrators of these 
mev be likeneé to thet of Gendhi who, 

h resently rvers. from eny forms of vio- 

1, eS undcubtcdly seen responsible for 

of violence by excitreble elements in India, 


Or the 2/26 Incident I cennot syerk, es I 
wes not in dcpen ct the time. 


f 


knov., Gonerel JR 1 wes disposcd to hold aloof 
from rolitics end to duvots himself to his 
cutivs Fs e scadicr. It wee seid thet in the 
Cabinet “RET wis sy inly « listcnor, excupt 
when poLicivs cifceting the /rmy or netional 
sucurit: vtu anvolved, 


fecerding to dercnese friends in e position to 
LD? 


The only roliticel ectivity o1 which I cen 
tpotk with personrl knovledes is thet, in the 
laiter ieit of 1933 he epprorched uc with ea 
request thrs I vould convey to the British 
Jaubecsedor the inforsetion thet he, . Ral, 
wus anxious to mout him infornelly with e view 
to discussing the possibility of improving 
ruletions between Britain end deren, *s ho hed 
tucome convinced thet closer friendship and co- 
operetion vas essenticl for the peece of the 
Yer vest, Pricr to this epprorch, certain 
stetements crecited to hin in the J. penese 
Press hec wae him enpoerr soucrhet enti-British 
in suntitiont: but, itllowing e personel appeel 
Sunt te hin privetcly by the Bapress Dovwecer, 
who wes en crdu.t -avecete of close cnd friendly 
reletions witn Gient Lyritein, he exerted himself 
to the utnost to f:11 in with her wishes. Rveli- 
zine, however thot .a env indicetion of his 
activities in thts vunpess Jesked ovt into the 
Prose. bis ofvoris would be immllifiscd et the 
Ktrrt. reduc peint of Fe puri; hiplAvweneherdlGorg/doc/2a6eeb/ 
with the Uriti-h Ombessy ce inconspicuous es 
possiblu, eltrouch they were cerried out with 
tho knowlcdse end consent of the Foreign Minister 
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i : 


H, Nothing to reply. 


. 


2-', I should doubt thrt he doliberrtcly edvocated 


a iat 


o: teucht ceressivericss or eyvrrvussion with 
this ultimrte object. Like most dJepenesc, how- 
uver, he undoubtcdly belivved thet dr pencoe 
influcnes should be prremount in %rset sie and 
x dpponice would be © benefit to ell, 


Not so frr es IT en evere, thourk rrticles cre- 
dited to rin sonuctines hed en emercscive ring. 
lzny oa those Stell B bila wer, brid to hrvo 
been written by “heck” writers tnd not by himself, 
& prectice not uncofmon me tho Jeyrnvse Tress, 
vVhich vrequontly showed little compunction in 
quoting persons es doing or srying things which 
they hraé nuver cfid or donc. 


not in Jeprn ct this time, co cm not ine 
rosition to reply. 


Hu wes dorinitcly enti-Comuunist rnd epperred to 
be orpotud to ve soisn in Jeprn, but I crnnot re- 
of.ll cny definite duenunciction or epprevrl of 
I'sscism in othcr ccuntrics, 


C.&D, Ian unrble to reply, ‘6 I wre not in Irpen 
rt the tire, 


Sir Frencis Lindlvy, British ‘nbecscrdor to Irpen 1931-4. 


oS, ceny tirics. 


Opinions rs to his pure.fulness vericd, but I 

he vo never heerd his truthiulness, honesty or 
relic bility celled in qu ction, Duplicity cnd 
pretence Were considured cquelly forvign to him 
end his honesty or purpose end indifference to 
politics tne personel grin Vere generelly recog- 
nized, -n iaorlist by neture ena c soldi-r by 
disposition, the gencrel iupression wes thrt ho 
wes hinest end upright, « mn of cimple trstes, 
of kingly disposition :nd courtly in his berring 
tovcrds others; but he wes ¢ mystic ond c vision- 
éry in his outlook cnd, unlike the grurt me jority 
ot Jepencse officers, extruucly verbose ct times 
and licbls to be cerricd rwey by the torrvnt of 
his ovn verbosity when discussing his pet subject, 


"Kodo", 


I curtify thet the etove replics, which ;re tesud 
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pertly on notus rydo ct the time end prrtly from jemory, hrv 


tecon given correctly to the best of ry rbility. 
(sirncd) 1%. D. Kennvdy 

"Froshrivld" 

58 suffolk Rord 

Irrncus, London, &,W.13 


26th Decusber 1946 
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